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REGIONAL CITRUS PSYLLID SUPPRESSION PLAN 

 
As you are keenly aware, the Citrus Greening (HLB) disease is one of 

the most serious citrus diseases in the world.  In Florida, our citrus industry 
is united in its efforts to battle this disease to survive!  The industry’s recent 
commitment to the unprecedented multi-million dollar investments into 
production research stands as testimony to the extent of our fight.  It is 
hoped that the research investment will pay great dividends very soon, and 
that growers will have more “tools” to deal with HLB! 

 
During the past year, UF/IFAS scientists, including Dr. Phil Stansly, 

Dr. Mongi Zekri and others in the “GULF” region have concluded that THE 
most effective tactic that growers can immediately employ in their groves is 
a targeted dormant spray program to reduce the population of the citrus 
psyllids, which are vectoring greening!  In addition, these scientists recently 
documented the results of our region’s spraying initiative from last season 
and are promoting TWO sprays for the 2009-2010 season during the 
coming “dormant period”! We are targeting the (November/December and 
January/February) periods.  This is the time when the psyllid populations 
are in decline here in the “GULF” region, and the science indicates that this 
timeframe would be the most effective time to conduct our comprehensive, 
coordinated psyllid suppression plan using aerial and ground spraying of 
select chemical insecticides. 

 
In this regard, the Gulf Citrus Growers Association, UF/IFAS’ 

Southwest Florida Research and Education Center and the Florida 
Department of Agriculture & Consumers Services’ Division of Plant Industry 
are initiating “ROUND TWO” of our “regional” psyllid suppression plan 
featuring coordinated aerial and comprehensive ground spraying 
throughout the five county “Gulf” area.  Meetings have been held through 
GCGA’s Production & Research Committee to put this plan together.  This 
MEMO is your “INVITATION” to join our fight against t he psyllid!  
PLEASE review our attached “Gulf” Citrus Psyllid Sup pression Plan. 



 
 

2009-2010 
REGIONAL CITRUS PSYLLID 

SUPPRESSION PLAN 
 

 
 
Based upon the best available science, the psyllid suppression plan will begin in the 
“Gulf” citrus production region in early November. The plan will feature cooperative 
aerial and/or ground applications of selected insecticides. This season’s plan suggests 
TWO application periods: NOVEMBER / DECEMBER AND JANUARY / FEBRUARY!  
These recommendations are based on the scientific evaluation of last season’s efforts! 
  
The “Gulf” citrus production region has been sub-divided into Sub-Regions.   Each Sub-
Region will be coordinated by volunteer Team Captain(s), who will follow-up with citrus 
growers within their Sub-Region to implement the plan. The “Sub-Regions”, and 
respective “Team Captains” AND their CONTACT INFORMATION are as follows: 
 
EASTERN HENDRY SUB-REGION: Jim Snively (863) 228-0002 
                                                                      Joe Hilliard, II   (863) 673-2043 
                                                                     Danny Sutton     (863) 675-2966 
 
GLADES CO.--ORTONA SUB-REGION:          Kevin Rayburn    (863) 673-8900 
 
CENTRAL HENDRY SUB-REGION:               Mark Colbert      (863) 673-0262 
                                                                     Jim Cloughley      (772) 473-9370 
                                                                     Wes Mathis          (863) 673-2892 
 
FELDA/CORKSCREW SUB-REGION:             Dr. Mongi Zekri   (863) 674-4092 
                                                                    
N. & S. SR 82/SR 29 SUB-REGION:               Tom Kirschner    (239) 340-4729 
 
SOUTH IMMOKALEE SUB-REGION:             Paul Meador        (863) 675-8500 
 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY SUB-REGION:           Fred Walters       (941) 628-9310 
 
AERIAL APPLICATORS will also serve as “key contacts” throughout the plan’s 
implementation.  They will be making contacts on their current “grower customers”, as 
well as on growers within the “Sub-Regions” based on efficient aerial logistics. Our 
AERIAL APPLICATORS are:   Steve Fletcher, Fletcher Flying Service (239) 860-2028                                                                          
and Jeff Summersill, TRS AG Services (561) 722-4502. 

“Pre” and “Post” testing for Psyllids  will be coordinated through UF/IFAS’/ SWFREC 
scientists and FDACS/DPI staff as to measure our program’s effectiveness. Their phone 
numbers are: Dr. Phil Stansly (239) 464-7395 and Paul Mears (239) 707-6084.  
 
PLEASE CONTACT THE TEAM CAPTAIN NEAREST YOUR GROVE,  YOUR AERIAL 
APPLICATOR AND/OR THE “GCGA” OFFICE TO PARTICIPATE IN  OUR EFFORTS! 
 

YOUR SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION WILL MAKE OUR EFFORT  A SUCCESS!



 


